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Handbook

Study Leader
Bro Jim Cowie



zz FM Station: The studies and Prizegiving can be listened to via the FM 
Station 104.0 MHz

zz Fees and Donations: 
For those that have not yet paid their Camp fees or who wish to make a 
donation, these can be made electronically.  All fees and donations will 
be gratefully received, as there has been a number of recent capital 
upgrades to improve the campsite.:

1.	 Direct Deposit:
Bank Account Name: Glenlock Family Bible Camp
BSB: 015208
Account: 406568202

2.	 PayPal: – visit the Camp website at: https://glenlockcamp.net/
donation-information/
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Friday
Study 1	 “The days of Gibeah - There was no king in 		
	 Israel”
2.30pm	 Reading:  Judges 20     Hymns 1 & 2

Study 2	 “Why Yahweh chose Israel's first king from Gibeah ” 
7.30pm	 Reading: 1 Samuel 9     Hymns 3 & 4

9.30pm	 Meet the speaker for young people

Saturday
Study 3	 “Seven days shalt thou tarry”
10.00am	 Reading: 1 Samuel 10     Hymns 5 & 6

2.30pm	 Picnic & Children's Races

Study 4	 “Saul's Judaism and David's rejection”
7.30pm	 Reading: 1 Samuel 14    Hymns 7 & 8

Sunday
Exhortation	 “Israel shall say, We have no king”
10.00am	 Reading: Hosea 10    Hymns 9,10,11&12

3.30pm	 Boat Race
7.00pm	 Prizegiving   Hymns 13 & 14
Monday

Study 5	 “Thou shalt perform unto Yahweh thine oaths”
10.00am	 Reading:  2 Samuel 21     Hymns 15 & 16

	
Close of meeting - Camp Shut Down

Programme

Saul of Gibeah - Israel's First King
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Study 1 - “The days of Gibeah - There was no king in Israel”
Reading:  Judges 20     Hymns 1 & 2

Notes

The horrifying account of Judges 19 to 21 in which no less than 
110,000 Israelites lost their lives supplies the background to the 
elevation of Saul of Gibeah as Israel's first king. Yahweh chose 
Saul for several reasons, not the least of these is that Saul was a 
microcosm of the entire nation who could not keep covenant - 
the theme of the events of the days of Gibeah. Saul's first actions 
as king mirror those awful days and the story of his life is book-
ended by a lonely and tragic place in Gilead where Jacob made a 
covenant with Laban and Saul's bones were later interred.
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Study 2 - “Why Yahweh chose Israel's first king from Gibeah ”
Reading: 1 Samuel 9     Hymns 3 & 4

Notes

Our first sighting of Saul in Scripture is not inspiring. Though from a 
prominent and evidently prosperous family in Benjamin, he is seen as 
less than competent in the task of locating his father's lost asses. This 
was a cameo of things to come. The ass is one symbol for the nation 
of Israel and Saul's inability to find and guide them home foresaw his 
failure to lead a lost and confused Israel back to their God. Israel's 
stubborn insistence on having a king like the nations around involved 
the rejection of their true king - Yahweh Himself. Hosea reveals 
Yahweh's response - "I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him 
away in my wrath."
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Study 3 - “Seven days shalt thou tarry”

 Reading:  1 Samuel 10      Hymns 5 & 6

Notes

Samuel did his best to guide and encourage a bemused and reluctant 
Saul in his new role as anointed king of Israel. He gave him signs that 
are full of lessons that would ensure Saul's success if only he understood 
and responded to their spiritual import. But therein lay the problem. 
Yahweh had given His people their wish - a king like the nations around 
them, but most importantly a king in their own likeness. Saul like Israel 
was chosen of God and had potential that could have led to success 
had there been a desire to foster spiritual things. Sadly, Saul's lack of 
interest in spiritual things was to be his undoing as it was for the nation 
in its chequered history.
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Study 4 - “Saul's Judaism and David's rejection”

Reading: 1 Samuel 14   Hymns 7 & 8

Notes

From the very beginning Saul's tendencies were to tradition and 
Judaism. His hasty and foolish oaths and his acquiescence to 
popular opinion brought about his undoing and ultimate rejection 
as Israel's king. His strange reception of David after the death of 
Goliath confirmed his Judaistic tendencies. His subsequent making 
of oaths that he had no intention of keeping estranged him from 
both David and Jonathan. David's complete rejection by Saul 
foreshadowed the experience of Christ who was to be killed at the 
behest of men of Saul's ilk of whom he was the imperial forerunner.
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Exhortation - “Israel shall say, We have no king”

Reading: Hosea 10     Hymns 9,10,11 & 12

Notes

On the way to the cross, Christ invoked the whole fabric of 
the origins and character of Israel's first king after he had been 
rejected as their king by his contemporaries who favoured 
Caesar as their only monarch. In the aftermath of the greatest 
rejection of covenant in human history, Christ cited not only 
the words of Hosea to weeping women but the entire context 
of those words and their background in the history of Judges 
19 to 21.
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Study 5 - “Thou shalt perform unto Yahweh thine oaths”
Reading:  2 Samuel 21     Hymns 15 & 16

Notes

Like Israel in the days of Gibeah, Saul made and broke every promise 
and oath that he made except for the oath he made to the witch of 
Endor and that only because he did not have time to break it. This is 
the most important lesson to be learnt from the life of Saul and the 
final chapter of his story until the Judgement Seat of Christ revolved 
around his origins and his perpetual failure to keep covenant. The 
return of Saul's bones to Gibeah came in the shadow of awful and 
heartbreaking events because of Saul's breaking of Israel's 500 year old 
oath to the Gibeonites. Tragedy struck the family of his daughter and of 
his unrequited loyal concubine because he could not keep covenant.
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Hymn 1Study One
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Hymn 2Study One
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Hymn 3
133

Study Two
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Hymn 4Study Two
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Hymn 5Study Three
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Hymn 6Study Three
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Hymn 7Study Four
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Hymn 8Study Four
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Hymn 9Exhortation
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Hymn 10Exhortation

157
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Hymn 11Exhortation
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Hymn 12Exhortation
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Hymn 13Prize Night
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Hymn 14Prize Night
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Hymn 15Study Five



Hymn 16Study Five
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SAUL OF GIBEAH – ISRAEL’S FIRST KING 

THE ANTECEDENTS OF ISRAEL’S FIRST KING 
The horrifying account of Judges 19 to 21 in which no less than 110,000 Israelites lost their 
lives supplies the background to the elevation of Saul of Gibeah as Israel’s first king. 
Yahweh chose Saul for several reasons, not the least of these is that Saul was a 
microcosm of the entire nation who could not keep covenant - the theme of the events of 
the days of Gibeah. 
 

THE APPENDICIES OF THE BOOK OF JUDGES 
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The Apostle Paul prophesied the nature of the times in which we live just before the return 
of Christ to the earth in 2 Tim. 3:1-5. Of the many evil characteristics, he enumerates one is 
important to this study, namely, “trucebreakers” – the unwillingness to keep covenants and 
solemn agreements.  

  
  

   
 
When Yahweh provided a king for Israel, He gave them one in their own likeness. They had 
demanded, “make us a king to judge us like all the nations”. The nation had broken 
Yahweh’s covenant by taking no action over the idolatry of Micah and his false priest, nor 
against Dan who stole and set up that same apostasy in the north of the Land. 
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The central issue of events at Gibeah was the making and breaking of covenants. A section 
of the tribe of Dan had established an apostasy in the north of the Land after stealing the 
idols and priest of Micah. The nation had not taken any steps to condemn and eradicate 
such idolatry. Yahweh’s covenant had been fragrantly broken and then the men of Dan 
involved themselves in the crisis at Gibeah. The eleven tribes presented themselves as 
“one man” and made oaths that ultimately had to be either extrapolated or circumvented. 
Hence, Gibeah became a watchword and touchstone for making and breaking covenants, 
oaths and promises. The character of the nation had been set for its entire history. 
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Vows and oaths are closely linked to 
tithing in Genesis. Broken covenants in 
Judges 19-21 exacted a tithe from Israel. 



Glenlock Bible Camp 2022 – Saul of Gibeah 

5 
 

  

  
 
REASON FOR THE CHOICE OF SAUL 
Our first sighting of Saul in Scripture is not inspiring. Though from a prominent and 
evidently prosperous family in Benjamin, he is seen as less than competent in the task of 
locating his father’s lost asses. This was a cameo of things to come. The ass is one symbol 
for the nation of Israel and Saul’s inability to find and guide them home foresaw his failure 
to lead a lost and confused Israel back to their God. Israel’s stubborn insistence on having 
a king like the nations around involved the rejection of their true king - Yahweh Himself. 
Hosea reveals Yahweh’s response - “I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away 
in my wrath.” 
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Unable to find his father’s lost asses, Saul and his servant sought help from the local ‘seer’. 
The servant knew Samuel by reputation but not by sight as Samuel was not recognised 
when encountered (1 Sam. 9:18-19). Saul did not know Samuel at all even though Samuel 
annually visited various places near Gibeah. Saul had never attended any gathering where 
Samuel was present to teach and guide the nation. It is evident Saul had little interest in 
spiritual things though he was not irreligious. Judaism emerges in nearly all that happens in 
the effort to find the ‘seer’ and all that is recorded thereafter of his reign. Saul had “a zeal of 
God, but not according to knowledge.” His Judaism was to have far reaching consequences 
and shaped the destiny of the nation. Thus, Saul was a fitting microcosm of the nation of 
Israel throughout its entire history. 
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SIGNS OF DESTINY FOR SAUL 
Samuel did his best to guide and encourage a bemused and reluctant Saul in his new role 
as anointed king of Israel. He gave him signs that are full of lessons that would ensure 
Saul’s success if only he understood and responded to their spiritual import. But therein lay 
the problem. Yahweh had given His people their wish - a king like the nations around them, 
but most importantly a king in their own likeness. Saul like Israel was chosen of God and 
had potential that could have led to success had there been a desire to foster spiritual 
things. Sadly, Saul’s lack of interest in spiritual things was to be his undoing as it was for 
the nation in its chequered history. 
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SAUL’S FIRST SERIOUS ACTION AS KING 
It speaks volumes that having been anointed king of Israel, Saul was still tending his herd 
when the first crisis of his reign occurs. So preoccupied by his own domestic affairs, Saul 
was oblivious to the dilemma of the town of Jabesh-gilead and the distress of his local 
community on hearing the news. All effective leaders know that it necessary to “Be thou 
diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and look well to thy herds” (Prov. 27:23). Saul’s 
focus was on his herd of cattle not on the flock of Israel. However, with some assistance 
from God (1 Sam. 11:6), Saul then hewed two oxen to pieces which were sent to all the 
tribes of Israel. What would have motivated such an action? The answer is tradition. The 
actions of the Levite in “the days of Gibeah” (Judges 19:29-30) were surely the source of 
his actions to gather all Israel. Does this suggest Saul’s heritage as a descendant of a 
woman from Jabesh-gilead? It seems so. 
 

  
 
SAUL’S JUDAISTIC TENDENCIES 
From the very beginning Saul’s tendencies were to tradition and Judaism. His hasty and 
foolish oaths and his acquiescence to popular opinion brought about his undoing and 
ultimate rejection as Israel’s king. His strange reception of David after the death of Goliath 
confirmed his Judaistic tendencies and subsequent making of oaths that he had no 
intention of keeping estranged him from David and from his loyal son Jonathan. David’s 
complete rejection by Saul foreshadowed the experience of Christ who was to be killed at 
the behest of men of Saul’s ilk of whom he was a forerunner. 
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SAUL’S JUDAIST OUTLOOK CLASHES WITH DAVID’S BACKGROUND 

SAUL THE CLASSIC JUDAISER 
1 Sam. 14:18-19 – The first indications of Saul’s Judaistic approach – The Ark is treated as 
a magic box, not as the vehicle of Yahweh’s presence. 
1 Sam. 14:24 – A “touch not, taste not” approach – Col. 2:20-23 – Saul’s focus was on 
external self-righteousness designed to achieve his own personal vindication. 
1 Sam. 15:13-15,17 – Saul imics Cain (the first Judaiser) by prescribing what is acceptable 
to God, completely dismissive of specific instructions. 
1 Sam. 15:20-23 and 28:3 – Saul in his zeal to uphold law tried to eradicate witches but fell 
to its equivalent in God’s sight – Rebellion. 
1 Sam. 20:24-26 – Saul’s mind fixated on being ritually clean but not spiritually clean. 
2 Sam. 21:1 – Saul’s zeal for Israel and Judah overrides a 500 year old oath by Israel. 
1 Sam. 17:55-18:2 – Saul recoils from the prospect of connection with a scandal ridden 
family. His kingly status and self-righteousness rejected association with ‘sinners’.  
 

  
 
What were the reasons behind Saul not allowing David to return to his family after killing 
Goliath? The answer lies in the information that Abner had garnered after Saul commanded 
him to enquire about David’s family. David had returned home from Saul before the war 
with the Philistines – 1 Sam. 16:19-23; 17:15. He was personally well known by Saul. 

❖ 1 Sam. 17:28-29 – His brethren despised him 
and could not speak kindly to him. 

❖ 1 Sam. 17:55-58 – Saul realises David will 
soon become his son-in-law. 

❖ 1 Sam. 16:19-23 reveals David was well known 
by Saul personally – but not his family 
background or connections. 

❖ 1 Sam. 17:12 – Jesse had 8 sons but was 
regarded as beyond any influence. 

❖ 1 Sam. 18:2 – The impending connection with 
Jesse’s house disgusts Saul. 

A problem with David’s origins? 
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Why was David not invited to Samuel’s anointing feast? 
❖ 1 Sam. 16:5 – “And he sanctified Jesse and his sons, and called them to the 

sacrifice.”  Did Jesse have a reason to ignore David as one of his sons? Was Jesse 
embarrassed or worried about tensions in the family?  

❖ V.12 – “ruddy” – admoniy – reddish. May be evidence of time in the open as a 
shepherd, or perhaps more importantly of natural birth colour (and perceived to be 
not that of Jesse’s wife by whom the other sons were born). 

❖ V.13 – “anointed him in the midst of his brethren” – The ‘enemies’ of Ps. 23:5. 

❖ Ps. 51:5 is generally interpreted as a figure of speech Asterismos (or indicating – 
employing some word which directs special attention to some particular point or 
subject) referring to the acquisition of human nature with its bias towards sin (as in 
Job 14:4; 15:14), but may also hint at something else much more embarrassing – an 
incorrect suspicion by Jesse that David was not his son that was accepted as fact by 
David given the hatred of his brothers. 

We know Jesse was David’s father (Ruth 4:22; Matt. 1:6), and his mother was Jesse’s wife 
– 1 Chron. 2:15-17 – as David has one full blood sister, namely Zeruiah and a half sister 
Abigail – 2 Sam. 17:25. The evidence suggests there had been scandal in Jesse’s family 
involving his wife around the time of David’s conception creating his suspicion about 
David’s origin just as it was for Joseph at the conception of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 
1:18-20) – a suspicion still alive 30 years later - John 8:41 – Compare Isaac – Gen. 21:9 
and Jephthah – Judges 11:1-2. 

David was one of the greatest types of Christ in the O.T. – 2 Sam. 7:19; 1 Chron. 17:17 

❖ 2 Sam. 7:19 – “And is this the manner of man, O Lord GOD?” - “manner” is towrah - 
law, custom, mode or manner (Ges.)  The idea is of a type or pattern. Lit. - “This is 
the type of the Adam” (i.e. the last Adam = Christ). 

❖ 1 Chron.17:17 – “and hast regarded me according to the estate of a man of high 
degree”. “estate” is towr - a manner, mode. Interlinear Bible translates “as a type of 
the man who is on high”. 

Perhaps David is a fuller type of Christ than we first realised!  

Comparing these two passages raises 
a number of issues: 
▪ The name of Abigail’s seducer (Lit. “who had 

gone in to”) is different in each; 
▪ Ithra is a contraction of the name Jether; 
▪ He was an Ishmeelite, and so Rotherham 

translates – “Ithra the Ishmaelite”, and the 
Companion Bible – “Jetheran an Ishmeelite.” 

▪ Abigail’s father was Nahash (not Jesse); 
▪ Hence, two scandals blotted Jesse’s family; 
▪ When Saul heard this information he was 

clearly horrified. 

Scandals in Jesse’s family?
2 Sam. 17:25 - And Absalom made Amasa
captain of the host instead of Joab: which
Amasa was a man’s son, whose name was
Ithra an Israelite, that went in to Abigail the
daughter of Nahash, sister to Zeruiah Joab’s
mother.

1 Chron. 2:15-17 – “…David the seventh (of
Jesse): Whose sisters were Zeruiah, and
Abigail. And the sons of Zeruiah; Abishai,
and Joab, and Asahel, three. And Abigail bare
Amasa: and the father of Amasa was Jether
the Ishmeelite.

Should read “Ishmeelite”

‘Ithra’ a 
contraction 
of ‘Jether’

i.e. seducedWhy not Jesse 
if she is 

David’s sister?

Abigail (at least) was fathered by 
Nahash (not Jesse) via David’s mother.

No reason!
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CONTRASTING KINGS 

Saul only ever kept one recorded oath and that was the one he made to the witch of Endor 
the day before his death (1 Sam. 28:10). Given his history it is likely he would have broken 
that too if he had lived. There could not have been a greater contrast between Saul and 
David who replaced him as king of Israel. Saul could not keep covenant but David was 
always faithful to the covenants he made. 

 

 
At Gibeah in Judges 19 to 21, the tribes of Israel who “did right in their own eyes” found 
ways to circumvent the oaths they had made that became inconvenient due to their own 
brutal excesses. So did Saul all his life, but not David the forerunner of Christ. 
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CHRIST AND THE DAYS OF GIBEAH 
On the way to the cross Christ invoked the whole fabric of the origins and character of 
Israel’s first king after he had been rejected as their king by his contemporaries who 
favoured Caesar as their only king. In the aftermath of the greatest rejection of covenant in 
human history Christ cited not only the words of Hosea to weeping women but the entire 
context of those words and their background in the history of Judges 19 to 21. 
Like Israel in the days of Gibeah, Saul made and broke every promise and oath that he 
made except for the oath he made to the witch of Endor and that only because he did not 
have time to break it. This is the most important lesson to be learnt from the life of Saul and 
is the final chapter of his story until the Judgement Seat of Christ which will reveal his life 

The tribulations of concubines 
The word for “concubine” in Hebrew is pilegesh – 
BDB Definition: concubine, paramour. A lower order 
partner for fairly obvious purposes. 
The whole episode at Gibeah began with a Levite 
failing to make a firm covenant of marriage with his 
errant concubine. 
The final chapter of Saul’s life sees his loyal 
concubine with whom he had made no covenant 
suffering the consequences of his breaking of the 
covenant with the Gibeonites. 
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was shaped by his origins and upbringing and culminated in a perpetual failure to keep 
covenant. The return of Saul’s bones to Gibeah came in the shadow of awful and 
heartbreaking events because of Saul’s breaking of Israel’s 500 year old oath to the 
Gibeonites. Tragedy struck the family of his daughter and of his unrequited loyal concubine 
because he could not keep covenant. 
 

  

  
 

Grieved, but not surprised by his complete 
rejection by the leaders of Israel, Christ’s 
mind went right back to “the days of Gibeah” 
when Israel having not dealt with the brazen 
manifestations of idolatry by Micah, Moses’ 
grandson and portion of the tribe of Dan 
ignored and despised Yahweh’s covenant 
and then failed to keep their own oaths. 
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The enduring lessons from the life of Saul are best viewed against the example of his 
successor on the throne, David, and the life of the one who will be Israel’s last king, the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
Saul was unable to keep any promise. All his oaths were abandoned bar one, and that to a 
witch. To top it off, he broke Israel’s oath to the Gibeonites that was to cost his own family 
and the nation dearly. Breaking covenants always leads to misery and heartbreak. 

As our hymn says, “We know the end, we know the way, And some with life he will endow. 
Shall we be with him in that day? We make the answer now.” 

The take away message of this study 



Hymns used from the Christadelphian Hymn Book (2002 Edition) 
reproduced by kind permission of The Christadelphian Magazine  

& Publishing Association, Birmingham UK. All rights reserved.

Please Remember...

•	 Conduct of all campers is to be in keeping with the commandments 
of Christ and his example

•	 Swimming is allowed during free time but children must have 
adequate supervision. It is stressed that the river is dangerous for 
poor swimmers and should not be used at all by non-swimmers.  
All swimmers are required to keep close to the bank and avoid 
taking risks. Night swimming and “swimming the river” are 
definitely prohibited.

•	 Any boats or canoes should not be taken beyond the limits of the 
camp. Life jackets must be worn at all times and children must be 
strictly supervised.

•	 If leaving the campsite is necessary, please contact a committee 
member.

Also...

THE FIRST AID VAN AND SUPPLIES ARE NEXT TO 
THE SHOP.  

IF YOU REQUIRE HELP IN AN EMERGENCY SOUND 
YOUR CAR HORN UNTIL HELP ARRIVES.


